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common fiscal p r o b l e m  to resolve. Y o u  c a n  and shou l d  be part of 
that resolution. It is not s omebody else.

SE N A TO R CUDABACK: T h a n k  you. S e n ator Wickersham. Mr. Clerk, a
pr i o r i t y  motion.

CLERK: Mr. President, p r i o r i t y  motion. S e n a t o r  B r a s h e a r  would
m o ve  t o  b r a c k e t  th e  b i l l  u n t i l  A p r i l  19, 2002.

S E N ATOR CUDABACK: S e nator Brashear, y o u ' r e  r e c o g n i z e d  to open
on your b r a c k e t  m o t i o n  till A p r i l  19, 2002.

S E N ATOR BRASHEAR: Mr. President, m e mbers of th e  body, what we
are n ow g o i n g  to a d dress a n d ...and do g l o b a l l y  w i t h  the bracket 
m ot i o n  is very, v e r y  important. It's b e y o n d  the e m o t i o n  of the 
moment, and it de a l s  w i t h  the n a t u r e  a nd c h a r a c t e r  of the state 
of Nebraska, its people, its constitution, a nd th e  s anctity of 
its contracts an d  its words. B ut w h e n  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  to do 
somet h i n g  for th e  m o m e n t  tha t ' s  important, it's, I think, g ood 
to p ut it in perspective. A n d  I'd u n d e r t a k e  in m y  own little 
w a y  t o  d o  that, an d  h o p e  yo u  approve. It's easy to forget our 
history. There are a lot of w ays to m e a s u r e  success. For more 
than a h u n d r e d  years, more peo p l e  m o v e d  out of N e b r a s k a  t han
moved into it. I summa r i z e  that to p e o p l e  b y  saying, you know,
in the last h u n d r e d  years, we o nly h ad t e n  r e a l l y  g o o d  ones, and 
they w e r e  th e  last ten, a nd it ma y  be 90 b e f o r e  w e  h a v e  another 
good ten. Peo p l e  h a v e  m o v e d  out of this state in o v erwhelming 
numbers. In the 1930s, w e  lost 170,000 m o r e  p e o p l e  than we 
gai n e d  in th e  d e c a d e  of th e  t hirties alone; t h a t  was 12 p e rcent 
of the population. In th e  1980s, in t h a t  d e c a d e  alone, we 
suffered a n e t  loss of 100,000 p o t e n t i a l  t a x p a y i n g  citizens,
100,000. If no t  for a slight inc r e a s e  in th e  b i r t h  rate, we 
w o u l d  h a v e  an a b s o l u t e  loss of p o p u l a t i o n  in th e  1980s. There 
was no d o u b t  at that time t hat w e  w e r e  in line to lose one of 
our seats in the H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the U n i t e d  States 
Congress if t h o s e  trends h a d  continued. B u t  th e  trends d id not 
continue. Why? W e  h a d  a ne t  m i g r a t i o n  in th e  1990s that was 
plus 48 ,2 3 4  people. That's a 2.8 p e r c e n t  inc r e a s e  in our 2000 
population, an d  t h a t  was the first time in a h u n d r e d  years that 
we h a d  a p o s i t i v e  n e t  migration, 100 years. W h a t  Neb r a s k a  has 
p r o v e n  since the i n c e p t i o n  of LB 775, as it's r e f e r r e d  to, and


